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The Origin of The Chinese Alligator( Alligator sinensis )
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{ College of Life Science , Anhui Normal University  Wuhu 241000, China )

Abstract: This paper deals with the systematic relationships among living crocodiles and the time and place of origin of
the Chinese alligator( Alligator sinensis) . The main results may be summarized as follows: 1. There is considerable de-
bate on the elassification of living erocodiles at all taxenomic levels,i.e. family, genus and species. 2.The Chinese
alligator and American alligator ( Alligator mississippiensis ) are grouped in same genus, but the relationship between
them is also a matter of debate. Some morphological, biochemical, cytogenetic and molecular data show these species
to be more distinet than the currently accepted classification suggests. 3. Stell( 1973} held that the Chinese alligator
first appeared during the Miocene . The present author suggests that the Chinese alligator may have originated in the 01-
igocene or early Miocene. 4. Stell(1973} held that Alligator thomsoni which occurred in North America, may have
been antecedent to an unknown species which spread into Asia that became the progenitor of the Chinese alligator, but
some authors suggest that the Chinese alligator may have originated in Asia,
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