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Nest-building Behavior of the Red-tailed Shrike

QING Yun ZHOU You-Bing YANG Rong HU Jin-Chu
(Institute of Rare Animal and Plants, China West Normal University, Nanchong 637002, China)

Abstract: The nest-building behavior of Red-tailed Shrike was studied with the methods of focal animal sampling and
all-occurrence recording in Nanchong, Sichuan from April to September 2003 . The results showed that all studied nest
sites were selected in the moming, predominantly built on crunches close to canopy of 7 — 15 meter hi‘gh trees. It was
shown that the first six principal components are greater than 1 and cumulative percentage reaches 83.74% and almost
contain the total information of sixteen parameters by the principal component analysis of 19 nest’s sites. The nest-
building period lasted from late May to the middle of July. The nest was constructed by both sexes. Courtship and
mating behaviors existed during the period of nest-building. The nest-building period was about 6 — 8 days, with most
nesting materials (72.16% ) being collected by the male. The peak of getting materials arrived at the second and the
fourth day. Materials were almost arranged by the male. Nest-defense behavior of the Red-tailed Shrikes was strong.
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ERS  WEME FERE(%) REARE(%)
3.249 20.306 20.306
3.082 19.263 39.569
2.752 17.200 56.769
1.686 10.538 67.307
1.361 8.507 75.814
1.268 7.925 83.739
0.773 4.829 88.568
0.617 3.858 92.426
0.419 2.621 95.047
0.419 2.163 97.210
0.419 1.223 98.433
0.419 0.876 99.309
0.419 0.450 99.759
0.419 0.166 99.925
0.419 0.056 99.981
0.419 0.019 100.000
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¥k % Paradoxornis webbianus * 259 - - 6
RFPLNG Streptopelia chinensis 106 38 3 -
BER¥EWE Eophona migratoria 964 429 43

KBEN Streptopelia tranquebarica * 15 5 - -
H k% Pycnonotus sinensis * 1074 182 - 15
5% Turdus merula ™ 232 26 - -
BEXYS Lonchura striata ™ 1572 - - 23
K#BS Cuculus canorus 65 13 - -
E I Hirundo rustica 43 - - -
ALKRINE Aegithalos concinnus ” 6 - - -
J\FF Acridotheres cristatellus 23 6 -

WR4E Passer montanus

537 - -

* RAELARBEFRENFROKAS

3 3 #®

SURSKREASROGN, BES R EEHAY
BESIARFMFEZMAECNMEER . TWRXE), hBEPT
BREEREEEMNHAE BHSETEMWERRR
BEEMN, - BEHOREESENEM AR, X
SEMOCRBIFNEHTIUNRERMBEL . AR
BHFORMEAEE. RUNEFERITRIEEHY
WAER" ., CRHFERES AT AbaE
R AZFAEFRABRATEZFAON L SHERHMER
HEX XERREETHTRLEREM. BEBE,
FAREAZERTH, BEM MM ERFRET SRS
REAEX" AWHE—SME, BELFARL B5%
MEESBPIWAEER TR BSHETHENE
£, X ERPITHRERRI FE R E,
KB 72.16% 8 RS AR, W EHEEILF 2 h %
HEH, B OB, XENEFRAHR KK
R0 BEBMARAFHNERERR, BREH X
HAMRFERBMEM.

B AXEFIREIBTRRER GEBESS
T#5 THE, s —3F B

$ £ x W
(1] BER.FTESEXE RIS €FE . KE - SHBEE

A AR #E,2001,136 ~ 139.

[2] FEEFR.WIFRRHYE F=H S8 2. W)
FHERAR B AR, 1985,190 ~ 192,

(3] REH,.GBRE,HER.KRILSK . EMH: ITHER
AR i A3t , 1988,392 ~ 394.

[4] Mz AL CRAFORHEIE . SIWER, 1973,
19(2):182 ~ 189.

[5] RE.BHE.#IFS ERAEZLRAFEAL
& FRXHHK,1992,9(1):182 ~ 189.

(6] HEE RLARBAFHESIE. LWRKLBLE,
1989,1:22 ~ 24.

(7] %E#HE . ITFE IRAFEAIE ALMEEEER
(ERPHEER),1986,2:57 ~ 63.

[8] KemM D, Rriper III. Altitudinal variation in the Hawaiian
honeycreeper Hemignatus virens virens . Condor ,1984,86:443
~454.

{9] Kem M D. Racial differences in nests of white-crowned
sparrows . Candor , 1984 ,86:455 ~ 466.

[10] Sciurine C, Kern M. The insulation in nests of selected North
American songbirds. Auk ,1980,97:816 ~ 824.

[11] ®HFEE, D4, 8KE. S8% BRR Rkl k%
i A4t ,1993,105 ~ 110.

[12] Collias N E. The evolution of nests and nest-building in birds.
Am Zool ,1964,4:175 ~ 190.

[13] Soler J J, Moller A N, Soler M. Nest building, sexual selection
and parental investment. Evolutionary Ecology, 1998, 12: 427
~441.



