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Abstract: As the most colorful terrestrial vertebrates, birds are covered under varieties of feathers with
multiple functions, such as camouflage, mate choice, and signal recognition. These brilliant colors attract
scientists to put their sights on the subject of bird coloration. Birds use a series of chemical pigments and
physical structures to produce a diverse color palette. Melanins and carotenoids are two major classes of
common compounds in plumage colors. Melanins are synthetized in vivo while carotenoids are derived from
diet. It would be helpful to further investigate the molecular regulation mechanisms by reviewing the
pigmentations, identifications and genetics of melanins and carotenoids.
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)4 5 A% (Paxton 2009). Afi TP EEith
I AR s, MR IR AT s
il BIPEEFE LA AP (Andersson 1994,
Hill et al. 2006a, b, Gill 2007), CE#HHEA
AR RS B R B AE A B
WS P BGO AR HEE S . —J7m, N
O Z AW ER A BT T A gt . A2
SERIEEE (VLHEETSE 2008), 14 M6 ) /N
19 (Corvus corone) FITAK B €8 1) ek /)N g 1% 71
(C. cornix) FERH M2 AR] 1%, XA 2%
S DX 5 8 25 A PR R R DRI 5 i R i {5
SRR, IR LRI 2 AR LIRS EAT 1ok
HWANIRE (Poelstra et al. 2014); X nfg 4L
24 MER KAERS (Cuculus canorus) 3 i A4
J& K40 ¥ F A 1E £ K % % ( Acrocephalus
scirpaceus) [fJEL7¢, XEek:FY FAT 5 07 B 4h
B2, BT IR R TARY SN E 2
A1 334k (Thorogood et al. 2013). % — 51,
BN EBLME I B2, E2RAYE
FMBARE S, A SO B B 1A L
PR EAT Z50R

LB SRR SR 8/ WA s 2 e 1 1 D
RPYFIEA (Hill et al. 2006a): (1) B3
(melanin); (2) ZKiH%E F % (carotenoid); (3)
JEF WO, (4 gttt HpaEs Wkt
ik B St/ S S IR ST CREE U A
psittacofulvins [FJ4T . #%. ¥ a4 2% (Stradi et al.
2001 , McGraw et al. 2005a), I 4> #%
( Aptenodytes patagonicus ) Fl1 5 7 B Jg /> 18
(Eudyptes chrysolophus )P & 44 °A spheniscins
2 Eth B-pifiZ (McGraw et al. 2007,
Thomas et al. 2013), #£{%(Tauraco bannermani)
PIFrR 444 A turacin Al turacoverdin (14 J&
NRBRZT . 2R (3 (Dyck 1992), L& HiAb
—UEEION L, R L BRI
WS 2 (Hill et al. 2006a) . PIBHI 2T 45
R0 1t e 1R 4T 5 s 5 S5 A0 B IS I, 45 7 A 5 )
@, WiEAS (Columba livia) #HF B I FUL
1 (McGraw 2004a). [ 7 %515 (Melopsittacus

undulatus) 8. . FALEEI0 (D'Alba et
al. 2012). Rz Ab, & WKt 3 ok A A
K MR, XWROER 20 SN
F,

1 EeEE

PR RV T I AR R
R, W E Ceumelanin) . 162 2%
(pheomelanin) FIffi& B 42 (neuromelanin)
SRR, PR BRI AR A
REKEWINA L, DhfeHar A, Wi
55 41 Hg 1 2 A T RN 4 AR SR A RE A R
(Fedorow et al. 2005). B2 2 FI# 25 42 L
Poamfc iz, —F W o AR A
piEt AN
11 REENEHK

BORERAEMRAN G A g 1
7 » 28 R (tyrosine ) 75 ik 22 2 /i (tyrosinase,,
TYROM /E H F # & 0 4 il 2 2R
(dopaquinone, DQ), XX &y o ¥ [a] 7= 4y
e R RN R B I F ATy 7, RS )
A FHEAANF RO RGBSR (D ANf
TEBIEALEY) Cnea i) v, 2 Ml (DQ)
RS NIMUIE B 2 I (eyclodopa) (Land
et al. 2003), 5 & Sk ) A AR B 1)
Z {4 % (dopachrome). LI a1 9iA £ M (4 2%
H A St A g (dopachrome tautomerase, DCT,
oy FR A tyrosinase-related protein 2, TYRP2) ff
6, SGFMTENR 5,6- - FR R0 WE-2- 32 1R
(5,6-dihydroxyindole-2-carboxylic acid, DHICA),
I AR BAT 2 2 AR I E I, ZEOR
W) A= it 3R L s N AR B,6- R ik | Dk
(5,6-dihydroxyindole, DHI) (lto et al. 2011a).
5,6- _JREIG|-2-3 K (DHICA) 1 5,6- %
S m e (DHID £ 3t % 804 77 2
(tyrosinase-related protein 1, TYRP1) f)4:4k
N, BETBMEBREGY. (2) REHREH
TR EIR, £ B (DQ) e H A RN r-
A2 bk BE £ [ (cysteinyldopa) S #) 4A
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Fig.1 Schematic overview of the melanogenesis pathway (from Poelstra et al. 2014)

CAMP. MBEIRIRTES; L-Phe. LA NEIR: L-Tyr. L-BEEIR .

CAMP. Cyclic Adenosine monophosphate; L-Phe. L-Phenylalanine; L-Tyr. L-Tyrosine.

5-S-cysteinyldopa (5SCD) F1 2-S-cysteinyldopa
(2SCD) (lto etal. 1977), XLk L) £ F iR
(DQ) KA JF RN, 0 B A< I 8
W% (benzothiazine) FZEIf-BEM: (benzothiazole)
(Wakamatsu et al. 2009), X P54 T 4 b
HRERREWHIANEEARHTT,

MNATVE B AR ) R 0 R R
H5ERENREY, KRR GRHEL B
e PR sk AR LRV E - I 45 R AT I 9T R ],

22 e RIR KT 0.13 pmol/L 1, £ FrsE &
DR B RN e A N T e o A N Y =
Wt B BT 9 pmol/L I, B8 4k 1) T+ i it
MR, HA R B2 EREE B RS
A I U HCE 22 25 (Thompson et al. 1985, Ito et
al. 2008).

B R EE/ME (melanosome) 145 ¥,
Ja ol LA A as, R e A7 AE T 28
4 (melanocyte—— 1 25 AT IF L, 5 )
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melanophore——2 3 A #EZh %)) 7 (Sulaimon et
al. 2003, Wasmeier et al. 2008). JEZ 40l (A
SCHIT R S IR 35 D A7 A T 55 2R MR L3 ) ()
melanocyte) &Rl SOIRGI ML, A7 TR L1
FICE, HEEM A4 (keratinocyte) 4H
PR, AR Rz H0 (epidermal melanin
unit) (Cichorek et al. 2013). K41 fu i T4
MM, SER . MMETE A BRI K
L EA M (melanoblast), J&# K H G, I
WITIR G o A R ORI R R AME, BRI
VAR [P 25 A B 38 /AR R S ik 38 £ 4
il (Mica et al. 2013). XMkt FRIHLH H
RIETERETT, AR AR ZON X — B il H
T vk g ok HoE, IREANERED
PR FD B GRARTE SR 2 4 b BT s B
JEL 45 R IR €0 2 BURE (pigment globule, PG), 2
JG G SERE TR AN MRS A TN L R B 2R B Al
RENBFEPOR (PG it B RIS 32 1k 2
(protease-activated receptor-2, PAR-2) il
Ji LA IR BRI/ MR (PG) Ji%
Webfd e, REIBCT fA s M st b, 23
5% X (Ando etal. 2011, 2012). #EAFff
ST 119 B 25 /N 2 A A TR T 1 /K AR A
RN, AER R, JLFIrA RO RA S
B oyt BRI 2 — iy (Sulaimon et al.
2003), M{EMIFLEBR T, N /DR A
Fiw PR A#  (Slominski et al. 2005). Rk 4k,

BRI BRAMWAAL R, WREZ . mRE
AR THT P 5 9 B IR o 7 2 1) BE /MR
K, BRI B R R B B ik BE % (Tobin
201D XF SR, R BRARE, HEN
PABEPIEL (barb). P/ (barbule) FRIJE i
NPV R 2, IEAEMTRL, I A Y. (1)
o B3 2012). it st S RIRIR K & T
WP BN, RORE O R AR
ABL, TR T 5 2 A ) D R Ak Y 2 4 M A 58
i IR B B AN BRI, 7R 545 9] 13
R, A A Hb g PN RSP 4 £ 5 40 e
1818 B /MAE, B4R 2 5 I 4 i e AR AR

B 2P 2 AR K S o B OB P S 2 4l e (Yu
etal. 2004).
12 RERNPFRRE

BORA YR R 2 R0,
WORRL K I LA, RILEEEE
BRI DL T I L k(o et al. 2003).
PRI, ST R R S R I TRl o0 R A e
PO EL R SR R AT T, Rt T
XA ER I FHRER P BEAL 2P T, A4S X)X
FW i A AT EOHE - Clto et al. 2000)
FEIX—4,  HOACHE B AR Ag AR K1 Ito
Shosuke Fil Wakamatsu Kazumasa 15 Kok .
BORZEHEBREN RS TREESY, TH
Soluene-350 /K #H R HLv i il 1d 500 nm A1
650 nm AL R TG L SRRT P b 2 £ 3R L A
FL@IE T A4 (Ozeki et al. 1996). Galvén %5
(2010) X IX— 7 vEHEAT T oadk, SR NaOH
H1HLO, AL B, FFAT IS 450 nm AR 1
JERE A (HI Agse) X FIAT =T
20 HH-20 rp A SE S SRR A )RR LR
R WERIAT AT, IR, Tto
FH Wakamatsu 57 I AW 5838 T 48k ORI
MAE R, 7EMRTE (Wakamatsu et al. 2002a, b)
SRR E (lto etal. 2011b) 4544 oK 2L 22 Z A
Ry 7828 3 AR AN G R SR TR e RO A 1%
( high performance liquid chromatography,
HPLC) Rl BNy A AW, AT S5
i PR R SRR L.

EBGRAR (A (HPLC) 1 BT 2% el
SEMTTE, ISR MG N EE AR
% e 73 LAUN ] Clto et al. 2003). McGraw
4% (2004a, b) H H,SO4 Fil KMnO, J3 fift it i
48 (Poephila guttata) F1 % # ( Hirundo
rustica) AR/ R, 4 LAtk
-2,3,5-— % (pyrrole-2,3,5-tricarboxylic acid,
PTCA ) & M & X N 2 R 7 M 4k
(aminohydroxyphenylalanine, AHPs) At5r&E4)
YRR R R R ATE R, IR 7k
FHT- 2138 2 (Agelaius phoeniceus) Ji5 #£1 €4,
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WOPE, KRHPEHA &N EAR
(McGraw et al. 2004c¢). it KL R4 7
1%, Wakamatsu 45 (2009) AIL5/M . (Mus
musculus) ¥ 1B K AHLL, X% (Gallus gallus
domesticus) £1 {422 T (1) 8 €4 55 v 5 A S sy LL A
2K FFBEM: (benzothiazole) *G. IT4FEK, $i
25%1% (Raman spectroscopy) 1F 4 — s b
JCAR PRSI 7 v CLA I FH M Bt = e,
U1 Galvén %5 (2013a, b) X I AR H7 2
R7 A% R ARF AR U e 200 65 1 R I8 2 T 21 R )
(Alectoris rufa) PIEHEEBERSHwER, HF
GGG T AN RS BT T e R
Mo BRUbZAN, RSN D3R 4 i B s
33 7L 7% (Confuciusornis). 41 15
(Sinosauropteryx). ' [H £ Ji (Sinornithosaurus )
FEA4H (Archaeopteryx lithographica) &1k
A PAEE R A FE/AMATIEE, AR ILTEAR
S FPARIE A& BROR KA W7 H b 38 225 JUR 3R IE
JEM 22 (Zhang et al. 2010, Carney et al.
2012),
1.3 RBEFMHEXER

BORNE OISR, s,
JE B R 2R A i I PR S IMAK TR R Is
B £ AL P )L A2 (Sulaimon et al. 2003).
H AT e FLsh P R I 100 AN HE 1R
AP E R (Schiaffino 20100, £FiX
YE[R T, TYR. TYRPL FIl DCT &4 345k
B, X 3 NERE 3 AN AR &R
g N W B M X ¥ ox W o7
(microphthalmia-associated transcription factor,
MITE) 45 (& 1. SRPBROEERKITT
IBAE I B R L IR 2 A5 R IA
FEAE, Horp R 38 B2 IR 3244 1 (melanocortin 1
receptor, MC1R) JEPEfH H TP 24
PEMIR AL 45K (Roulin et al. 2013). 1 Kerje %%
(2003) A2 MCIR S48 AJ e M X% P B,
Johnson % (2012) K ILAS[FIFFHE A4 (Falco
rusticolus) Mo/ B . K EHZ 52 MCIR
RIER A ER A A e, T i S R

fi% (Philomachus pugnax) Mz 8] 4, 1) 2 5 41
5 MCIR P44 5+ L% (Derelle et al.
2013, Farrell etal. 2015), MC1R 45X} 3] (145
SR ALEA FR A — g 2 5, — 7]
A 1 TAERTFTRE N FI ) MCLR LRI,
FE R BOIEA TR, ANBetRiE A D Re AR
SOFHAL T Pl A i BeN, st 1 2R B
Bl ECIR IR A I PR S A7 3PS b v
— A U SRR R ZE I B . 5y — I,
MCIR H @A Z i g G MR —, H
TR AR S W) 5L A H1AE B AR AR
i EEAPR O 2 SR AR e h A — N 3
Kl E, MCIR f# BCA XA H . Btz
b, HABEE DRI P 6 8 (A 2 s A A
M (D, RIEAE5H A (agouti signaling
protein , ASIP ) Ml i & R X Bt & A 1
(tyrosinase-related protein 1, TYRP1) 7EX &1
W O — kR GRS 20150, FR T A
DR 51) 1) 2 S mT B [P B B AR A 2 Ak, Al
RIEPRIR IR KA AT LA X — Ak, ASIP
HE DRIAN [ A SR AN 1) 3 T A b BHE A A2 £, 222
SEEEZAEA (Oribe etal. 2012), H4h, cKIT
AOMITF ik & F ] 5300 1 CAnas
platyrhynchos domestica )] F& 4% 1% 14 {4, ( Li et al.
2012).

2 KM% PR

KRS D FIER R AR AN A
Mg, EFMESIMMRALY) 204, Wit
I AT DL A SR B R L
51 B2k (Fox etal. 1960). H H R AW FLh)
BRPIEEAKINKNE bR KHE b
FAEANTRROE, k. & A (SFsa)
HMIAEY), $IIL 7 5 54 o A
H## (xanthophyll) FIHH% k2% (carotene) P
KK, rEEFETEZE (utein) ( “lutein” &
“xanthophyll” B — P87, 3L A FR A A
“MEEER” D). EKEFE (zeaxanthin) %%, J5
HOFEFMLE C lycopene D B-HHE b %



<328« 27 Chinese Journal of Zoology 51 %

#1 5EIPBHORUMKKEER

Table 1 Genes associated with variation in bird coloration

2Py Wb KA P 223K
Gene Species Color in mutant birds Reference

H A#8%59 Coturnix japonica.

EDNRB2 .
¥4 Gallus gallus plumage or white

SOX10 X G. gallus FR €5 Brown

CDKN2A X8 G. gallus B 454 Black and white bars
PMEL17 X% G gallus YA, WHKE White or dark grey
[ [ %19
SLC45A2 i G gal.lus\ FAS MKy s RLAE D Grey, white or cinnamon
C. japonica
il 51
MLPH # G gallus. H A< 455 YU . JKES Lavender or grey
C. japonica

MyoVa BKEE4Y Ficedula hypoleuca

brown
LA
Pldn BEUESS F. hypoleuca brown
ASIP H A% C. japonica Hh, Yellow
MITF H A4 C. japonica 9 (% White
TYR X% G. gallus [ {4 White

TYRP1 H A5 C. japonica

RS I8 White with spot of wild-type

kit M 2Pk Variation of black and

kit . A% AP Variation of black and

B4 (4 Reddish brown

Miwa et al. 2007

Gunnarsson et al. 2011
Hellstrom et al. 2010
Kerje et al. 2004

Gunnarsson et al. 2007

Vaez et al. 2008, Bed’hom et al. 2012

Lehtonen et al. 2012

Lehtonen et al. 2012

Hiragaki et al. 2008, Nadeau et al. 2008
Minvielle et al. 2010

Tobita-Teramoto et al. 2000, Chang et al. 2006
Nadeau et al. 2007

(B-carotene) %,

FKHE D FaEH 8 AN I A ) C40
(R DU I 73 IR0 ) e S B 4 mT LA
AR, ] DA — S o R AR M. 3
Burr) C = CHERR A KA, ] LIS 5000
BBz o, MR, &, E,
LR C = C B2, OB ISR,
PR BT CGEAAAE 2005). SRiEHE
N 25T IR I (4] b R AE IR R N, A
ANFERZER, R ARSI, Wk
4. W40 {4 (LaFountain et al. 2010). H i, #F
FUN DI CAEL) 200 MR BRI T 42 /b 25
PSS b3k, HAE R, BARKHE b
REYLRPIBRFEEN L, B HOfER, H
FEAIE S rue— S X LRP B ) (2R
PURAR T N RN SO 1 R SR
(McGraw 2004a) .
2.1 KA PERIRM. Bk A

KA P RERRIMTHAE, 2R
e gr BB SE e ot (EMY). B, H

M E NS DT, ARG %=
(Vershinin 1999). J\& &4l % (phytoene)
A RS MR, ST
TP AT (B, R S R AN A S MES M) AN R
HE GRS b, Hag ey X
Z1% (Phoenico uber) #tje— 2867,
JOP BRI T ') P R ER 2 (astaxantin)
(Fox 1962). SRHIRAEHPIIERZ KL h
RN, PEICOSZ B, Wb
42 (Cardinalis cardinalis) £ 475 /K HLHLZ I 3P
B4 ¥ (Linville etal. 1997). 78 A LA
FEMZEM 44 (Carduelis tristis) #ePH, [R
IR NS, RIS K E
EHE, T IEHE R E S A e
%% (canary xanthophyll) (McGraw et al.
2005b). 5 Z A )72, fEZ A4 (Carpodacus
mexicanus) R HAITZNAS IAS [FI L 1R 288 ] 2
Nge, Hsko BRSPS 0 i) S H AR N )
ff, (Toomey et al. 2012).

(e2 /BB R ol N S U ek < i i 31L 7 75 G



2 3] )RS OB B ORGSR 329 -

W5 iR 28—k DL sh 9 o) J7 Xk AR N
(Mitchell 1962). AHFFTINA, X [E 2 2K
BHEE N RO AL CLittlefield et al.
1972), {HHAh SR AR IR A HRIE . M
R B 20 B 3 W AT 28 R Y LA Fs L BE PR P 248 151
B R, PRHEAMC RS, R
MEREEOTREOEEAMBIEA (Williams et
al. 1998, #ri4% 2014), HEMiHHIE KA Sk
HAAT . ENARP, SHE DRI B R AR
WA 4 o 5 K% IR B2 B ( low-density
lipoprotein, LDL) 1= 5 i 4 11 Chigh-density
lipoprotein, HDL ) %54 (Clevidence et al. 1993).
FAA L5070 SR A BESE (Attie et al.
2002). M IRIZEIHE b R &y HudE A 2
PIE, b DR B SR, S&EN
RS E KNI ZF (Lucas et al. 1972).
SR AT B 2 B A AP B It = A U oy

W D H AT A CIF D (Hill et al,

2006a) .

JVERINE M FZENPRAA R, M
5 2R A 5 56 5 (R AL T 6 38 9% 1 i R ) I e
F, 1 HIXFHLELEAT s R B 5 1
g b, Mg S bR Bk B AR AL
AIRELE M BALUE S, B
K ERARE MRW, I H2ZHOE/E Sk
B P B W — X3 GE R R ) YR
WEAN,  RHB b 5 ST e A B P 5
HEEFEUOCP B, 4 S M & 1R 1 A TR,
Fo HETAA T X Mo LI i) 5 nl fie i DAt 2
W% N 45481 (carotenoid binding protein,
CBP) TEHFE M) REE B4 2L 2 2
N ZECHILEAN IS (McGraw et al. 2003a). 2%
W% D RE G E AT S AT HES)
BT, seksh P3¢ (Britton et al.
1995). G« E (Tabunoki et al. 2002)
PLK KB (Rattus norvegicus) /I (Ong et al.
1976). A (Homo sapiens) #iL} i ( Yemelyanov
etal. 2001) I3 (Greene et al. 2006) 5 fTic
o MEYFPIET, FKIAE MRS ER

g 2 MmEpei A& B it B (Stradi et al.
1995, Mendes-Pinto et al. 2012).

SR, SR IFANA R FRAl I ok
(FZREAE MR AR TR, X2
) —Fra0, A SN BRI b
FIAAE T YT, Mgt sy e~k
(PRI . SRR IX M e ) e e 45 Ay i SN 4
PRSI 720 (Hill et al. 2006a). HH it
FANA NN GNPy 5 e N B 7 N o P S
G T BOHE, FrA a2 A iR, ik
- # 2 ( anhydrolutein ) . Jit & I 8 %
(dehydrolutein) 5 (AREHE b3 AL
SN R AT BN 41447 FEIZ A NN B B,
LTRSS A W AT IS S S R N
( keto-carotenoid ) ¥ 4 U 2K B & M E
( oxo-carotenoid ) , I UF FH F . M W R
(canthaxanthin) (Friedman et al. 2014). 4L {4
) B AR L2550 8 N 2 (methoxy-carotenoid )
(LaFountain et al. 2010).

22 RE PENIRERE

HAE LR, FAH T
BEEINE G B e, Lok ass
AR % (HPLC) S5 (0 kR DL K ik 4k
-] WOt | 2L 40 L Bl (mass spectrometry,
MS). RIS ER G 2005).
TEPIERAE MR, RS
FhEEARMIGE A 10715, 20 T4 90 4E4X, Stradi
S5 (1995) 73 T 6 Fh<xidlE (Carduelis) A
2 Fpezse)E (Serinus) GZRANFEEEH A
A N ER, AR O A (1 R B B ) R 5%
I R N T L R = RN
AR o 21 LR, DASEPNGMAE . AR
2 BEMRAR N BTN, 0 SR
PRI ZI R D RUAT T ke &
N, RS T IR A S A AR N AR
F# (McGraw et al. 2001, 2002a, b, 2003b,
Toomey et al. 2012) . LaFountain %:(2010, 2013)
CEO ORI O3 (HPLC). JFii. e 4h-nf I,
Je i . 'H OB L3 4R (*H-nuclear magnetic
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resonance, ‘H-NMR) DL A4k 2% [ 3 4% 7
%, {EA#E4 Y (Xipholena punlcea) JQ%EF'
KOBL6 BOH A K KW OH bR
(methoxy-carotenoid), JFiE—DHfiw T iXFh{h
W FEit. fal, Hrg i v )8
BRI MR HTH, Thomas %% (2014a)
FHIE P51 S S e T RO M R Y 2 b X
3£ 36 PP RAIH BRI bR, B E RN T
236 MRS, 5 95 AN E AR
(Thomas et al. 2014b), 1fi Mendes-Pinto %5
(2012) &I, MKHE bREEARYEE

K b FRFEE R H 247 % (Raman shlft)

SRR, N IX A AR 25 R I AN [R] B
O EEZ —. H4h, Toral 2% (2008) iiF B

Pt S S w2k mr DA 2B B 128 b5
MZRAZER, Al SR D GLT IS0 R Ik
ZI 1L (Pericrocotus flammeus) (2013) Fil
HIMEES (Emberiza elegans) (2011) [#)°F (it

TT%%"*E%D‘%&I\J‘E*B PRI, IR AR
LR T B (R 1 €8 ) B R 1% 14 3 2P B AR A
SEREL CERIEA B R B e R, HAERSE
e FEME e T E Yy s T A A A 1) 5
PSS RE . W WG e BT W 22
. HERIMDCERE FES B S TS, 30
TS A N SRR o MR R 2R 1), T A S 2R AR
R SR
2.3 RE PRAFMHRENR

WHFUN BRI N RIS AL E
B, AH[R N HATIR KM, B2 R Ry I
ORISR NG B Rae N EPh3Re
MR b ZE w2, a5, {Jﬁ/\
ﬁlﬁ]‘ﬁ%%?%ﬂ%éﬂmi@ﬂ' HE TG O R

— IR AL H TS BAA AN T AR
(Roulin etal. 2013), Walsh 4§ (2012) ZEiR T
AR SRS MRS S SRS AT
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