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Abstract: By doing a bird survey in Shangbiao Forest Farm of Wangdongyang Natural Reserve, Zhejiang
Province in 2015, and combined with the photos taken by bird watchers in recent years, it could be confirmed
that both Mountain Bush Warbler (Locustella seebohmi) (Fig. 1 & 2) and Brown Bush Warbler (L.
luteoventris) (Fig. 3) are distributed in Zhejiang. However, the “Brown Bush Warbler (Bradypterus
luteoventris)” in the bird list of Zhejiang which published in 2012 based on the photo from Wangdongyang in
2008, was actually the Mountain Bush Warbler. The similarity in morphology between the 2 species and their
point distribution should be the main reasons for the difficulty to distinguish them in the field, and we made a
comparison of distribution, altitude, song, plumage of these two warblers in Zhejiang (Table 1).
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Fig.1 Mountain Bush Warbler in the bush (left, photographed by WANG Si-Yu, 2015) and partial enlarged photo
with Mountain Bush Warbler in the middle (right)
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Fig. 2 Photos of Mountain Bush Warbler taken in 2016 (photographed by SONG Shi-He, a) and 2008
(photographed by CHEN Li-Ming, b)
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Fig. 3 Photos of Brown Bush Warbler taken in 2013 (photographed by SONG Shi-He, a) and 2016 (photographed
by WANG Si-Yu, b)
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Table 1 Comparison of Mountain Bush Warbler and Brown Bush Warbler in Zhejiang

e L AR T S
Locustella seebohmi L. luteoventris
WA ) 3 A1 ST HAREE [ WERIIE:N
Reliable distribution in Zhejiang Jingning Wangdongyang Qinyuan Baishanzu
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e g Constant song with 2 syllables like “zee-ut” Single syllable, 4 beats per second like “tic-tic”
R4 Plumage color — BOA VIRt Dark brown Bk AR, AFFE A Light brown
1% Bill FA N Mostly dark KA AT Lower bill is yellow
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Supercilium and eyestripe Short white supercilium

A, SERIG X 5
White, different from cheek

S ZE
Wattle to throat

JE R IR B LS, ORI (e gk
Mottled color of a bit white and brown from

J3i0 S A

Breast and belly breast to belly

No obvious supercilium but a very thin and dark
eyestripe

e, SHEEE A — AR AR I
A bit white, has a transition of yellow between wattle
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o) R ] SRR 4 P e 732
Abit white, flank is light brown, no markings
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