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Observations on Histology of Bustard ( Otis tarda limaells )
Digestive System
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Abstract: In this paper, the histological structure of 3 bustard s digestive systems were observed on
routine paraffin sections that were stained with H.E. The result show: The oesophagus has a thick
stratified squamous epithelium which is little keratinized with numerous mucous glands. The walls of
the proventriculus are composed mainly of compound tubular glands. There is a big mucous gland in
the raised papillae and opening at the apex of the papilla, the central cavity of the lobule drains into
the bottom of mucous gland cavity. The gizzard glands are arranged densely in the tunica mucosa
without muscularis mucosa. The inner circular layer of muscularis is rather developed and the sub-
mucosa is so poorly developed as to be almost nonexistent in most of the small intestine. The villa
with most complicated branches are the highest and the duodenal glands is absent in the duodenum.
The villa are well developed in proximal caecum and very short and blunt in middle and distal cae-
cum; and reappear as numerous long flat leaf-shaped structures in the rectum with more numerous
goblet cells. The submucosa is obvious in the caecum and rectum. The lobulation is not so distinct
in the liver and pancreas.
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