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Preliminary Study on Ecological Behavior of the Blue Sheep
in Dongdashan Nature Reserve China

YAN Yong-Feng™  WANG Liu-Chen” ZHU Jie” NI Zi-Yin® LUO Tian-Wei® LIU Nai-Fa®
D School of Life Science Lanzhou University Lanzhou 730000
@ Department of Biology Shangqiu Teachers College Shangqiu 476000
@ Dongdashan Forestry Centre of Management Bureau of Qilian Mountain National Nature Reserve Zhangye 734000 China

Abstract Population structure and ecological behavior of the Blue Sheep Pseudois nayaur in Dongdashan Nature
Reserve Gansu Province of China were observed with a modified focal and instantaneous sampling method from 12
July and 26 August 2004. Total of 720 Blue Sheep were accumulatively observed. The average herd size was 14.38 +
15.83 n =50 range 2 — 82 .The ratio of adult females to males was 1:0.63 and the ratio of adult females to sub-
adult to young was 1:0.40:0.24. The Blue Sheep showed two instantaneous peaks of feeding activity in early morning
6 30 to afternoon 15 30 respectively. A resting time occurred around noon 12 00 - 14 00 .The active range of
a group with 46 individuals was as large as 1.47 km'® in a period of 12-days at the study area. Based on the analysis of
152 male skulls the majority of dead males occurred when they are 7.5 — 11.5 years old with a peak of 9.5 years old.
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death of the males
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