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The Breeding Behavior of the Sclater’ s Monal
( Lophophorus sclateri) at Mt. Gaoligong

LUO Xu HAN Lian-Xian "
( Faculty of Conservation Biology ,Southwest Forestry University ,Kunming 650224 ,China)

Abstract: We conducted field studies on the breeding behavior of Sclater’ s Monal ( Lophophorus sclateri) on Mt
Gaoligong in spring ( March — May) at the year of 2002 to 2004. The single nest site found locates on a ledge
(3.8 m) on the side of a large boulder (6.3 m). Egg-laying began in late March ,incubation in early April,and
chicks hatched in early May. Clutch size varied between 2 and 3 eggs (n=2) and the laying interval between
eggs was 2 days (n=1). The eggs are cream-coloured, have fine reddish brown spots and average 85.8 ¢ (n =
5). The incubation period is 28 days (n=2) and chicks average 57.3 g (n=3) at hatch. All of the eggs were

fertile and hatched successfully. The single nest site that we found was used for at least two years, possibly

three, suggesting that nest sites might be a limiting factor for this population.
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Table 1 The egg size and weight of Sclater’s Monal

it Weight(g)

N KAz Pk KEZR(%)
AR . - .
Year Length Width AL I B SR ) Egg weight

(mm) (mm) Early incubating Later incubating loss
2003 70. 98 47.26 82.0 (Apr.11) 71.8 (Apr.28) 12.43
71.38 47.88 86.0 (Apr.11) 78.0 (Apr.28) 9.30
2004 71.00 47.78 89.8 (Mar.31)" 73.8 (Apr.27) 17.82
69. 92 47.70 86.2 (Mar.31)" 73.0 (Apr.27) 15.31
69. 80 47.70 85.0 (Apr.3) 71.0 (Apr.27) 16. 47

s FOBUE ZAEME S TP AR RN AT AR B AY,  * . The measurement was taken before hen started incubation.
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Table 2 Measurement on one clutch nestlings

4, IS CNS B HEREK K Bk
i ,A Weight  Length Bill Gape Tarsus ~ Wing
Nestling

(mm) (mm)

(g)  (mm) (mm) (mm)
1 56.0 93.0 9.9 147 30.6 55.0

2 58.0 111.0 10.3 12. 4 29.4  55.0
3 58.0  109.0 10. 6 15.1 26.7 58.2
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