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Breeding and Nest-sitting Behavior of Blackbirds Turdus merula
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Abstract ; The incubation and brooding behavior of Blackbirds ( Turdus merula) was observed with focal animal
sampling and all occurrence recording methods in Ji’an, Jiangxi Province in two periods: from March to July
2009,and from March to June 2010. The results showed that the female was responsible for incubating.
Blackbirds appeared a phenomenon of egg loss and had the egg supplement behavior in the incubation duration.
The nest-sitting behavior among earlier stage and later stage of the incubation duration was discrepant,and which
had an increasing trend with the increasing of incubation size respectively. Both parents brooding. Three feeding
models were observed; female feeding,male feeding and female feeding with the food male brought. Although the
feeding frequency increased and the warming reduced along with the growth of nestlings, warming behavior was
not observed in the later stage of nestling duration. Blackbird adopted the longer time but less frequency nest-
sitting strategy in the incubation duration and the shorter time but more frequency in the earlier stage of nestling
duration, in order to get a trade-off about the distribution of the energy in nest-sitting in these two periods.
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Table 1 The nest-sitting situation in incubation and nestling duration

EIE(E) A IR Ae Bi
. = . =] % G K At S5
WE I [1a] = Clutch size gﬂﬁ‘lﬁi ngﬂﬁ X J:%ﬂj Nest-sitting Nest-sitting
L Nest ——— Egg loss Incubation size Nest-sitting time
Observing time b BEAEB(B) (B (E) (h) frequency rate
number .
Blood size (F) (%)
@ SE 0 5 10. 58 30 83. 14
©) 6 E 2 4 9.26 24 77.20
g ) 5E 1 4 9.65 26 80. 44
B Earlier stage & 5E 2 3 8. 66 17 72.20
i G 44 T4y
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>an
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J& ) O] 4B — — 0.28 3 T
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“—"" signify the data is inexistent. E,B and F stand for Egg, Brood and Frequency respectively.
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Fig. 1 The growth parameters of nestling in the first nest
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Fig.2 The growth parameters of nestling in the third nest
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