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Abstract: [Objectives] The Chinese Giant Salamanders, the largest amphibian in the world, wear once widely
distributed in China. Previous three molecular studies showed that the Huangshan population of Chinese Giant
Salamander has unique differentiation, and is an undescribed species. The molecular data of the three
molecular studies were based on the indigenous Chinese Giant Salamander specimens collected by the
corresponding author from Qimen County, Huangshan City, Anhui Province, China before 1995. In the
present study, based on the morphological characteristics, we describe 11 specimens collected by the
corresponding author before 1995 in Qimen County as a new species: Andrias cheni sp. nov. [M ethods] The
25 morphological characteristics of the 11 specimens were measured, and compared with those of the species
of the genus Andrias. [Results] The new species distinguished by a combination of the following characters:
(1) the head and torso are flat, head slightly longer than wide, and the HW/HL ratio was 0.80 to 0.98 (Table 1);
(2) head and lower jaw relatively smooth, with small tubercles arranged irregularly; (3) lateral neck fold
discontinuous with body fold at forelimb insertion; (4) finger III longer than finger I, finger lengths formula
[ < IV < Il <II; (5) limbs are thick and short, and the hind limbs are longer than the fore limbs, and the
FLL/PLL ratio was 0.78 - 0.96; (6) the tail is muscular, thick at base, gradually flattening posteriorly, and
distally, the tail length is about 1/3 of the total length. [Conclusion] In the present study, morphological
comparisons were used to describe the Qimen Giant Salamander as a new species, then the number of the
species in the genus Andrias was increased to five. This study provided relatively complete morphological
data, which could provide references for the resource conservations of wild lineages, genetic management of
artificial populations, and artificial breeding and releasing.

Key words: Andrias cheni sp. nov.; Huangshan; Finger lengths formula

HE K (Andrias davidianus) 2 H [ 4
AR MR IR, KK
T2 m (XIE%E 1989, Wang et al. 2004),
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Fig. 1 Holotype of Andrias cheni sp. nov. (collection number HSA 18037, voucher number ANU20230001)
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Dorsal (a), lateral (b), and ventral (c) views of the body; Dorsal (d) and ventral (e) views of the head; Ventral views of the left hand (f) and left

foot (g).
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L aughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis Found in

Yumen, Gansu
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